
Elementary Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

Can I apply to any elementary school? 

Yes, Buffalo Public Schools is a district of choice.  Rather than a residential address dictating the school a 

student will attend, parents may select any Buffalo Public School.  School selection may be limited for 

students who have an IEP (Individualized Education Plan).  Parents should contact Special Education 

Placement Office at 716-816-4746 to discuss school options for their child. 

 

What type of schools/programs are available to students?  

A parent/caregiver may select: 

• Community Schools 

• Dual Language Programs – One-Way or Two-Way Immersion Programs 

• General Education  

• Gifted & Talented 

• Neighborhood  

• Citywide  

• Performing Arts  

 

How is the placement of my child determined? 

School assignments are determined by a random computerized lottery.  Some schools/programs require 

testing or auditions.   

 

If my child is new to the Buffalo Public School District and has missed the testing for Criteria-

Based Schools, can I still apply? 

Students new to the BPS district who are transferring from a school of the arts and/or similar testing 

program may be eligible.   Please call 716.816-3717 for additional information. 

 

 

Can I apply to Frederick Law Olmsted #156 (grades 5-12) and City Honors #195 (grades 5-9) using 

the Elementary Application? 

Frederick Law Olmsted #156 and City Honors #195 have a separate application process.  Visit 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/95328  for application and testing information. 

 

 

https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/95328


Are there any schools that give preference for cultural heritage? 

Although our district is very diverse, preference is given to individuals of Native American heritage to 

Native American School #19. 

 

Once I receive a letter of acceptance, what should I do? 

If you are a current BPS student, you do not need to register.  Non-BPS students (students attending 

another school district other than Buffalo, which include Charter, Private, Parochial, or being 

homeschooled) must register at the Central Registration Center.   

 

I received an acceptance letter and I would like to decline, what should I do?  

If the family is declining the assignment because the student will attend a Non-BPS school, parents 

should complete the bottom portion of the assignment letter and email to 

BPSschoolchoiceapplication@buffaloschools.org  

 

 

What if my child is accepted at a school and I decide that I don’t like the school? 

Once your child is selected for one of their choices, they have a one-year commitment to their newly 

assigned school.   

 

Where may I obtain an application? 

1) Visit https://www.buffaloschools.org/Page/98386 . 

2) Call 816-3717 or email BPSschoolchoiceapplication@buffaloschools.org to have an application 

mailed to you. 

 

Where can I return my completed application? 

Applications completed online will be sent directly to a BPS email address for processing.  Paper 

applications can be dropped off at Central Registration Center, 33 Ash Street, Buffalo, New York 14204 

Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

 

Are there any application preferences? 

Yes, in order to provide a greater opportunity for keeping families together, the following preferences 

may be requested: 

• Sibling Preference is granted to students in grades Pre-Kindergarten to 8, based on seat 

availability and the following conditions: 

o Sibling preference does not apply to criteria-based programs. 

o Sibling must be a brother or sister of the applicant and reside within the same household. 

o Sibling must be currently registered in a Buffalo Public School in grades 3Y to 8. 

o Sibling preference is only given to students who will attend the same school for the 2022-

2023 school year.   

o Sibling preference must be requested on the application. 

 

• Proximity Preference is given for residents who live within 0.1 to 0.70 miles radius from the 

school, based on seat availability. 

o Proximity preference does not apply to criteria-based programs or Attendance Boundary 

schools. 

o Proximity preference is only valid for the first school selection on the application. 

• Community Schools consist of the following:   
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o 50% of the school population must consist of Walkers; [residence is located 0.1 to 0.7 

mile radius of the school] 

o 30% of the school population must consist of Community; [residence is located 0.71 to 

1.5 mile radius of the school] and  

o 20% of the school population must consist of District [residence is located 1.51 and 

beyond] 

 

• Attendance Boundary is given to: 

o Applicants applying to Frederick Law Olmsted #64, who reside in the original 

Attendance Boundary.   

o Applicants applying to Discovery School #67, who reside in the original Attendance 

Boundary.  

o Applicants applying to Highgate Heights Elementary #80 who reside in Buffalo Promise 

Neighborhood Zone.  

To determine if you live in the Neighborhood Zone for #64, #67, and #80 visit  

        www.buffaloschools.org/Page/96842  

 

• If my child needs Special Education services, what should I do? 

You should complete an application.  If necessary, your child’s school selections may need to be 

adjusted based on your child’s special needs determined by the Special Education Department. 

 

• If English is not my child’s primary language, what should I do? 

You should complete an application.  If necessary, your child’s school selections may need to be 

adjusted based on your child’s language needs.  For additional information contact the Language 

Assessment Office at 716.816.4954. 

 

• If my child receives special accommodations under 504 American with Disabilities Act 

(ADA), what should I do? 

You should complete an application, indicating that your child receives accommodations from 

504 ADA. 

 

• Will my child receive transportation to his/her assigned school? 

If your child lives more than .70 mile from their home school, they are eligible to receive yellow 

bus transportation services.  During the summer months, the Transportation Department will mail 

letters with route information and pick up and drop off times.  After the start of school, contact 

your child's school.   You can email the Transportation Department at 

Transportation@buffaloschools.org or call 716-816-4895. 

 

• What if my child has been accepted into a school or program but is not promoted to the 

grade that I applied? 

You should notify Student Placement & Registration at 716.816.3717.  School assignments are 

conditional; that is, your child successfully completing their current school year.  If a student is 

retained, they will be required to remain at their current school if seats are not available in the 

specified grade at the new school.   
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• Who should complete an application? 

o A child entering school for the very first time (e.g., 3 years old Montessori, pre-

kindergarten, kindergarten, or 1st grade). 

o A new child to BPS. 

o A child who formerly attended a BPS but did not complete the 2021-2022 school year. 

o A current BPS student who would like to change schools. 

o All current BPS students that are at the school’s highest-grade level. 

 

• What is a Montessori Program? 

Montessori Education is a child-centered approach that emphasizes the total development of the 

child.   

 

• At what age can I apply to the Montessori Program? 

The Montessori Program begins with students at age 3, age eligible students must be born in the 

year 2019, meaning they will turn 3 years old on or before December 31, 2022. 

 

• Are all 3Y and Pre-kindergarten programs all day? 

Yes. 

 

• If I apply for Pre-kindergarten, is my child guaranteed a placement? 

No, there are a limited number of Pre-kindergarten seats. Classroom capacity is 18.  Your child 

can remain in the wait pool or you can select another school with seat availability.   

 

• Are there any Gifted and Talented programs for Pre-kindergarten? 

No, Gifted and Talented programs are available beginning at Kindergarten. 

 

• Who can apply to Pre-kindergarten? 

Students born in the year of 2018, meaning they will turn 4 years old on or before December 31, 

2022. 

 

• Is there an exception to the Pre-kindergarten age requirement? 

No, only students born in 2018 can attend Pre-Kindergarten. 

 

 

• Who can apply to kindergarten? 

Students born in the year of 2017, meaning they will turn 5 years old on or before December 31, 

2022. 

 

• Is there an exception to the kindergarten age requirement? 

If your child was born between September – December 2016, and going into 1st grade, you can 

request kindergarten as opposed to 1st grade by emailing your request to 

BPSschoolchoiceapplication@buffaloschools.org.   
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• What Criteria-Based Programs are offered? 

o Gifted and Talented (GAT)    

o Arts Program  

 

 

• If my child has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), can they apply to a Criteria-Based 

Program? 

Yes, all students have the right to apply to all Criteria-Based Programs.   

 

 

• How are students selected for Criteria-Based Schools/Programs? 

Each school/programs have a type of selection criteria that is used.  A student must test for gifted 

and talented and/or audition for Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts to gain 

admissions. 

 

• Are siblings guaranteed placement in my preferred school? 

No.  BPS makes every effort to keep siblings together, but due to class size and seat availability  

students may be placed at different schools.  Please note:  Siblings assigned to different schools  

will remain in the wait pool. 

 

• Will my child be guaranteed a placement at the school closest to my home?  

No, while proximity of residence to a school is a factor for placement, it is not a guarantee due to 

seat availability. 

 

• What is the application window (deadline date) for the 2022 -2023 school year? 

All applications received between December 8, 2021 – February 11, 2022 will: 

o participate in the first-round lottery 

o be scheduled to test for GAT, audition for Buffalo Visual & Performing Arts and, 

screened for the Dual Language programs  

 

• Can I submit an application for my child after February 11, 2022? 

Student Placement & Registration will continue to accept applications for Non-BPS students after 

the February 11, 2022 deadline date.  These applicants will participate in the second-round lottery 

and will be placed in order by date received. 

 

BPS applicants must apply on or before the deadline date of February 11, 2022. 

 

 

• Can I participate in the application process if I do not currently reside in the city of 

Buffalo? 

Yes, your child does not have to be a resident of the city of Buffalo in order to submit an 

application and participate in the selection process.  However, your child must live in Buffalo in 

order to register and attend a BPS.  Proof of residency for the 2022-2023 school year is required 

by July 1, 2022. 

 

 

• What address should I put on my child’s application? 

The address on your child’s application must be your primary address, which is defined as your 

child’s regular, fixed nighttime residence.  If you live outside of the city of Buffalo, you must use 



that address on your application.  You cannot use the address at a residence that you plan to move 

to after the application deadline.   

 

 

• What if I move or change my telephone number during the application process? 

To ensure you receive application communications, you should notify Student Placement & 

Registration immediately via email (with picture ID attached) at 

BPSschoolchoiceapplication@buffaloschools.org.  Verification of your new address will be 

required. 

 

 

• I share joint custody with my child’s father/mother.  Whose address should I use? 

If you share joint custody, and your child sleeps at night at only one residence the majority of the 

time that is the child’s primary address, as that is the address that must be entered on the 

application.  In cases of joint custody where a child’s residence is equally divided between two 

addresses, either address may be used.  However, one address, of only one parent can be used.   

 

• How many schools/programs can I select on my application? 

You can apply to 5 schools/programs.  Schools must be selected in order of preference on the 

application. 

 

• Do I have to apply to the maximum (5) number of schools? 

No, you should only apply to the schools you want your child to attend. 

 

• Can I apply to more than one program at a School? 

Yes, you can apply to any number of programs at any school.  For example:  you can apply to the 

Neighborhood (N/H), Gifted & Talented (GAT), and Spanish (SIM) or English Immersion (EIM) 

programs at #64 Frederick Law Olmsted.  Each program is considered a separate choice. 

 

• Can I change my school choices after I submit my child’s application? 

If you want to change your school choices, you can do so prior to February 11, 2022.  Parents 

must come to Central Registration (33 Ash St. Buffalo, NY 14204) and make the necessary 

changes to the application. Picture ID will be required. Hours are from 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 

• What is the Dual Language Immersion program? 

There are two types of Dual Language Immersion programs: 

o One-Way Dual Language Program: These classrooms consist of Spanish dominant 

students only (SIM).  Students will learn to speak, read, and write in English while 

continuing to learn content in Spanish.  

o Two-Way Dual Language Immersion Program:  These classrooms consist of English 

immersion students (EIM) [50% of students speak English as their dominant language] 

and Spanish immersion students (SIM) [50% of students speak Spanish as their dominant 

language].  

 

• Does my child have to take a test to qualify for a Dual Language program (EIM/SIM)? 

All applicants applying for EIM or SIM on their application, must be screened by the Language 

Assessment Department to qualify for the programs. 
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• If my child is accepted to the Dual Language Program, and I want my child to switch to 

another program in the same school, is that possible? 

All school assignments carry a one-year commitment.  You would have to submit an application 

for the next school year. 

 

• Can I apply to both #61 Arthur O. Eve Early Childhood Performing Arts School of 

Distinction and #64 Frederick Law Olmsted (Grades K-4) gifted and talented program? 

Yes, families can apply to both schools.  School choices must be selected in order of preference. 

 

• What score does my child need to be considered for the Gifted & Talented program for 

grades K-4? 

Students who score between 9-7 are eligible for the gifted & talented program.  

 

 

• If my child qualifies for the gifted and talented program, does that mean he/she is 

guaranteed a seat? 

No, if your child qualified for the gifted and talented program and there are more applicants than 

seats, a computerized lottery will be held by test score bands with 9 being the highest.  If your 

child is not selected, he/she will be placed in the wait pool. Each time a seat becomes available, a 

lottery will be held to fill the seat.   

 

 

• If my child qualified for gifted and talented and not offered a seat for the 2022-2023 school 

year or placed in the wait pool, are they eligible for a seat the following year? 

No, your child will have to test again to be eligible for a seat the following year. 

 

• Do current Gifted & Talented 4th graders attending #61 Arthur O. Eve Early Childhood 

Performing Arts School of Distinction need to complete an application for the 2022-2023 

school year? 

Current 4th graders who are currently enrolled in the Gifted & Talented program at #61 Arthur O. 

Eve Early Childhood Performing Arts School of Distinction will automatically transition to #156 

Frederick Law Olmsted for grade 5.  If a parent would like their child to attend another 

elementary school, they will need to complete an application. 

 

 

• Do current 4th graders at #64 Frederick Law Olmsted need to complete an application for 

the 2022-2023 school year? 

Current 4th graders attending #64 Frederick Law Olmsted will automatically transition to #156 

Frederick Law Olmsted for grade 5.  If a parent would like their child to attend another 

elementary school, they will need to complete an application. 

 

 

• What if my child does not receive any of their school choices selected on the application? 

Current BPS students will remain at their current school and active in the wait pool until Friday, 

October 21, 2022. 

 

Non-BPS students will receive a wait pool letter with the option to select an available school.  

Note:  If you select an available school, your child will be removed from the wait pool with 

exception of siblings. 

 



• How long will my child remain in the wait pool? 

Applicants for 3 years old Montessori, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten will remain active 

throughout the school year. 

 

Grades 1-8 applicants will remain active in the wait pool until Friday, October 21, 2021. 

 

 

• What if my child who is currently attending a BPS at the highest grade level is not selected 

at any of their school choices or does not complete an application? 

Students will be assigned to a school that has available seats. 

 

• If my child is selected for one of their choices, will they remain in the wait pool for their 

other choices? 

No, once a student receives a school assignment the application process concludes for that student 

unless they are in the wait pool for the Gifted and Talented program or they have a sibling in 

another school. 

 

• When will I find out if my child has been selected? 

Assignment and wait pool letters will be mailed to families Summer 2022. 


